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Till' BAP
V"r7 HERE was a singular friskiness in th<

atmosphere at the Metropolitan Opera
House last night. After "Tannliau

ser" came the good, old-fashioned Ro'ssin
opera, "The Barber of Seville," in which
comedians dare to make merry, and.as
they say in novels.there ts no solemn presentimentof the Wagner to come.
"The Barber," in good sooth, is an almostHoytian opera, and its rollicking

merriment malots one marvel at the latter
developments or music, at the operas thai
sound like bursts of trigonometry, and
sweet splashes of conic sections. Imagine
at the Metropolitan Opera House- watchingSignor Carhone as Dr. JJartolo, shutting
bis nose in the door, and rubbing the
organ to make it well. Picture the grotesqueview of Edouard de Reszke as

Basllio frivolling with the long, black
cloak of Mile. Ifauermelster as Bertha.
Ana titon tue quips ana quiaaTties 01 m.

Salignue as Figaro. Really, if one could
be guilty of evil, unholy, jovial thoughts
In the sanctity of the Metropolitan, one

might also expect a topical song, with
"verses about the Street Cleaning Department,or a little can-can of skittish
maidens.
Rut "The Barber*' is delightfully and

tantalizlngly tuneful, and. although it is
the thing to sniff at it, because it has no
"l*it motif," simple, ingenuous music lovers
must adore its rippling melodies, its florid,
ronladed passages and its concerted beauties.And although simple, ingenuous mu^ic
lovers don't go to the Metropolitan Opera
House en masse, there "Is Always a sprinklingof them present.not in the boxes,
not in the fauteuJls. but 'way up with the
gods, like cherubs aloft.

It was an interesting evening for many
reasons, but principally because Mme. iareellaSembrich appeared as the skittishly
fascinating Rosina. Mme. Sembrich h-i
«ot been on the stage very long before the
audience broke into Irresistible applausemusiclovers, non-music lovers and boxes.
Sembrich is an artist of purest ray serene.
an artist to the finger tips fas the saying is),
although on this occasion I should prefer to
locate the art in the larynx.
Rosina is a role that fitted Patti in her

sprightly days to perfection and gave her
just as many opportunities to act as to sing
.opportunities of which she knew how to
avail herself. Sembrich is not as arch and
as taquenonte as La Patti, but she was

nevertheless extremely effective. Shu
laughed and frivoled and coquetted and behavedgenerally in a way that would seem
little less than sinful to Mme. Eames and
the classic sisterhood. Vocally Sembrich
was nearly perfection. Her voice was like
a bell, and it tinkled titillantly through the
well-known and consequently hackneyed
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? "Io sono docile." She sang with the tit
i most ease, and it was a treat to listen te

herself. Mnio. Sembrick is not beautiful
i but she has a compelling magnetism thai
at the Metropolitan.where everybody looks
as though subjected to the wrong eud of the
opera glass.is preferable.
Of course she enjoyed singing Romeo.

Every prima-donna does, for the sake oi
the '"esson" in the second act, when I be
diplomatic song-bird is permitted to Introducesomething from her pet repertoire.
Sembrich int 'educed "Voce di Primavera,"
by Johann Strauss. Patti used to indulge
in "Comin' tli-ro' the Rye" and "Home,
Sweet Home." It is a great opportunity,
and they do say ("they," meaning the
Wagneritest, that it is the "lesson" scene
which alone keeps "The Baiter" aliveHowever,yon needn't believe them. I
don't. I never believe anything they say.
That charming little general utility song-

bird. Mathilda Bauermoister, saner the role
of Bertha, and the audience gave her a

cordial greeting as she hopped upon the
stage. Bauermeister expected it, of course,
bur, unlike the usual run of people who expecta good deal, she deserved it. There is
no perceptible change in little Bauermeister'svoice. It is the same discreet, uusensationalorgan that she has used for years.
When it changes.if it ever does.I hope
that it wont fall to the lot bf yours obedient'yto chronicle the fact.
Edouard de Reszlce came back to town,

and appeared as Basilio. He was in exc^lentspirixs and suavely stentorian voice,
and he was also made to understand that
everybody was glad that he was rhere. De
Reszke looked very severe and pompous in
his sable garbs, but the role of Basilio is
not one that does him any particular justice.
S'gnor Oampanarl was an excellent

Figaro, vocally and dramatically, and SignorCarbone, as Bartolo.the gentleman
who had to indulge in the Hoytian pastimeof getting his Cyrano de Bergerac
shut in the door.was genuinely humorous.
I am quite convinced that there is a rich
fund of comedy in Carbone's veins, and
that when everything else fails he will be
an acquisition to a farce-comedy comedy.
It is wonderful how humdrous these sober
songbirds can be when they get a chance.
It doesn't often fall to their lot to be cast
for merry music roles. "The Barber" must
he a delightful diversion.
M. Salignac sang the role of the Count

of Almaviva. He is a rather frail young
man, with a thorough belief in the traditionsof grand opera. Byit he was very acceptable,and sang with a good deal of ar-
LlOLl^ tippic irtUUU* All 11115 sueues WIH1

Figaro he was at his best, and the "Ah che
d'amore" duet was extremely well rendered.
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I THE OPERA REVIF
-LL_. AND REGINi

M. Meux and Signor Vanni were cast for
> the small roles, and Signor Manclnelli con.ducted. It was a "night off" for Mancl:nelll, after his arduous labors with "Tanniha user" on Tuesday.
> Altogether "The Barber of Seville" had
a successful representation. Of course this
is not the correct thing to say, but I pre!fer to be Incorrect and true, because I enjoyedit immensely. The house was "dlgnitied,"but appreciative. The rush of the
opening night had evaporated. There was

standing room, and th«?re was sitting room.

The great "hurrah" was a thing of the
past, but the operatic season had settled
itself into 'success. At least I hope so, for
Mr. Grau's sake. He deserves it. I don't
like to see him wheu he wears a worried
look. ALA>" DALE.

REGINALD DE KOVEN'S REVIEW.

"11" is a far dry from Wagner to Rossini,
from "Tannhauser" to the "Barber

j of Seville." So far a cry, Indeed,
tbut Wagnerltes might say that it was

from the sublime to the ridiculous, while
others of less Wagnerian tendencies might
consider It a pleasant change from the
ponderously heavy to the blithesoniiely gay.
A little "rococo" though if be to-day

with its old-fashioned "streltl" and melodic
formulas, pasticcio though it be with its
overture from one opera, "Aureliano," a bit
from Haydn- Battl-Batti.and interpolations
ad lib in the "Lesson" scene, "H Barbiere,"
sung and acted as it was last night, is a

very charming opera indeed.we should call
It musical farce nowadays.and if an

opera like that can be put together as it
was from six previous operatic failures,
then long live the scissors and'paste pot,
say I!
He would be captious and carping critic

indeed who could find anything to cavil at
in the performance last night. When the
opera is given again this season, as it
will and must be, Mr. Grau will make no

mistake in billing the cast as "ideal." and
as it will without question be generally
considered so, I am going to give It in toto
si« n mntt.Ar of rp^nrrl

RosinaMmc. Sembrich
Bertha Mile. Bauerxneister

Figaro Sig. Campanari
Basilio M. Ed. de Iteszhe

Bartolo .Sig. Carbone
Savgentc Sig. Vanni
Fiorel lo M. Meux

AlmariraM. Saliguac
Conductor, Sig. Mancinelli.

And as the cast was so was the performance.I honestly hare seldom, if ever,
heard a better, in general and particular
excellence, in the real spirit of comedy in
which it was played, as well as in allround.artistic finish. ;
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What an artist Mme. Sembrieh is! In
her oivn particular style, iu her ease, grace
and fluency of vocalization, piquancy of expressionand diction, and absolute finish in
manner and method of singing she is certainlyunexcelled; and I cannot see why
her voice, judging from last night, is not
as pliable, sweet and true as it ever was.
Her rendering of the "Una Voce" Mas do-

J ,*

nine. semDricn as nosma.
[Photo by Kaupp.Dresden.]

lightfully brilliant and finished, and in the
lesson scene, where the artist has a free
rein as to what she may introduce, Mme.
Sembrich sang Strauss's "Voce di Primavera,"and as encores Chopin's vocal mazurka,"The Maiden's Wish." in Polish, to
her own accompaniment at the piano, and
"Ah non Giunge" from "La Sonnambula"
in absolutely faultless style and was applaudedto the echo. She can give lessons
in singing to almost any one now on the
stage, her voice is simply delightful, and
her success last night was most emphatic
and well deserved.
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The same may be said with justice of
Signer Campanari as Figaro. I have seldom
heard the "Largo al Factotum" better
sung, with more style and finish, and his
work throughout the opera was no iess
good. And his action and byplay were as
good as his singing. I have always maintainedthat Signer Campanari was one of
the best baritones on the lyric stage to-day,
nnu I am accordingly pleased to have the
public agree with me, as they evidently
did last night.
M. Salignac js certainly a very good specimenrif It lir'Vlt li-rin tnnnr on,I lin Tt-o« mnC

satisfactory throughout 3s Almaviva. Ho
is also a rara avis among tenors in that
he can act, and with a real comedy touch,
too, as well as sing. His voice is light In
timbre, but agreeable, and used with invariabletaste, good judgment nnd artistic
finish. He sings with evident ease, but
then everything is easy when you know
how, and how few do. mote's the pity.

It se^ olinast presumption to attempt
to say anything critical of M. Ed de Iieszko.
We all know his glorious voice, his impressivemajesty iu grand opera, his real comic
feeling in parts like Laporello. Suffice to
say that as Basilio last ulght he Was himselfand at his best. "La Calumnia" was
given with all possible effect, aud received
Its just meed off applause. Who could Imaginethat such a humorous Basilio indulgingin actual farce-comedy business could
be the King in "Lohengrin" as we have
seen M. de Reszke many a time and oft.
Such, my brethren, is real versatility of

genius.
Sig, Carbone as Basilio was as alwavs

excellent in both, voice and action. He Is
so used to being the only funny thing in
an opera that it. seemed to harass him at
times when both Figaro and Almaviva. as
well as liasiiio, invaded bis cornle territorialvested rights with effect*
What with Strauss, and frequent bursts

of laughter at the Metropolitan, we may
be having modern comic opera there ere
long.
Mile. Bauermeister, the tried and true,

was, like the other artists, greeted with
a round of applause on her entrance,
which seemed t<S please her greatly, and
slie did her best.as good as always.in
consequence.
Both Signor Mancinelli and the orchestra

were in as good' form as need be, and the
performance altogether, in its general spirit
and gayety, as well as in the responsive attitudeof the audience, was in marked and
pleasing contrast to that of Tuesday evening.
The second night ought to have been the

first. I hope we may have many such performances,and really expect we will.
REGINALD DE KOVEN.

TO STIMULATE BUSINESS
"That furniture store gives pocket knives

with every sale."
"Of course; that Axes the small boy in

the family to whittle up the furniture.".
Chicago Kec"rh.
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HERE IS HIGH TPE
£Cp?HE Chicago Home Science Bureau is

sending out a large and voluminous
report on the Servant Girl problem.

The Bureau says It has solved that problem.
"Don't call them servants," says the

Bureau. "Call them Home Scientists.
and there you are."
Yes, but Mrs. George Jennings, of New

York, arose in her Home Club the other
day, light here in New York, and said that
sue arid ner committee had solved the

problem too.only It was different.
"Call them helpers," said Mrs. Jennings

and her committee, and, as in the celebratedcase of the doctors who disagreed,
"there you aren't" all over again.
"Names is all right." said the umpire of

a certain East Side baseball club, "some of
'em, but nobody dast call too many names.

It gits mlxey."
This servant problem is mixey enough

all by Its little self, goodness knows, withoutstirring it up any more.
What earthly difference does it make

what you call any one as long as you followthe example of the young man in the
song, and "treat 'em well."
If I were going to earn my living by

"taking service," I would carefully hunt
out a place wneve they called me a servantand made me wear a cap. They have
better things to eat in houses like that,
and there isn't half so much to do.
The "woman I worked for," that is the

whole problem. It's the women who make
all this fuss about things. Whoever heard
or h Dutler, or a janitor, or a window
washer who wanted to be called a "helper"or a "scientist?"
What the man who works for a living

wants is a "Job."
He doesn't care the weight of a straw hat

what you call him as long as he gets his
wages and can stop In the middle of his
work the minute the clock strikes.
We do not know much about sales-gentlemenor fore-gentlemen, but we do hear

a lot.such a silly, sentimental, idiotic lotaboutt.he "saleslady" and the "forelady."
Women have such an exasperating way of

taking the shadow for the substance.
They prefer to stand all day in "an illventilatedshop, and wear their souls and

bodies out for $4 a week.and smart, neat
dresses for business to be found out of
that.than to earn $o a week, a room and
board and two print gowns and a half dozen
nnrnn.s thrnwn in.*ir»il T rtnr»*t hlamo thpm.

I would rather take a large, heavy snow
shovel and work under the Sixth avenue
elevated all Winter long, keeping the tracks
clear, than to be a house servant.

I would rather starve and faint in a kennel,doing sweat shop work, than to be a

house servant. I would rather do anything
honest and laborious, and poorly' paid and

lest navy in the world, and
ion.

The Sulu archiIVEUS THE pelago is all that the

BRITISH L°naon thl"ks
we ought to give

EST INDIES. England in return
for her friendliness

lg the war with Spain.all for the presthatis. The Globe, in enmmon with n

many other of our British friends, feels
mmonly virtuous because Great Britain
ved decently to America for once, and
ward of some kind seems due. Perhaps
mid be just as well for England to wait
we have an opportunity to reciprocate
sympathy in kind. She will not have
to wait. A flourishing Christian power
ged in an active land-piracy business is
to get into trouble.
it if England's heart is set on the Sulus
United States could readily come to a

lally advantageous bargain with her.
Sulus are of no great use to us, and her
Indian islands are an expense to her.
only value is military, and that with

ence to the United States. Had we been
g eilough to do as we wished at the
of the Revolution, England would have
banished from this hemisphere alto»t»TTo 1* prnifiiinorl cs+ otr V»q a Koaw

ited only because usage blinds people
e illogical and anachronistic.
ie West Indies belong to our geographiystem,and ultimately they will come

our possession, with or without Engsconsent. That is manifest destiny,
e they remain hers they constitute a

ce. In case of war between ourselves
Ireat Britain, every one., of these Amerislandswould be an element .of strength
?r. In case of war between ourselves
my other power, their neutrality would
source of weakness to us. British posmof the Bahamas during our civil war

ed the blockade runners to make Nastheirheadquarters, and that fact cost
ousands of lives and millions of money
gh the prolongation of the conflict,
ie predominant desire in England and

Jnited States to-day is for closer, more w

Ily relations. The time, therefore, is

icious for an exchange of something
substantial t}ian good wishes.for, in

an exchange of islands.
ie Sulus for the British West Indies,
such a sum to boot as the differing
of the territory may call for.

e Journal proposes this exchange for

imicable consideration of the London
and such other Lnglish newspapers

statesmen as sincerely desire to make
inent the era of cordiality now so hap?xistingbetween Great Britain and tlio

Republic.

E PHILIPPINES FOR CANADA is a trade
;e<l in some quarters.
iada is not England's to dispose of. The
ifon has a sense of self-ownership which
resent, and resent forcibly if necessary, an

pt to deal with her as if she were a mere

of Great Britain.
iada will in time be a part of this Republic,
dien she comes In it will be by the free
it of her own people.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY should be so

ile as to get down to the level or uttie ml*.

it would take more than a generation for
dig its way up through the snowdrift of
tr contempt under which it would tind itself

CARNEGIE refuses his coifsent to the
fition of the Philippines,
a way out of its embarrassment the United
Government might try arbitration.

7T CA\! WINIFRED BLACK ON HOW
rAOWlNi. WOMEN TREAT SERVANTS

over-timed.anything, anything, rather than
be a house servant.
Not because of the name I'd be called.

Not at all, and never at all.
Because.and pity 'tis to think it.because*

and the infernal regions never invented a

place of torment more exquisitely planned
for its ultimate uses than a place where
one woman works for another.
That's why -the Chinaman Is such an excellenthouse servant.not because he's a

Chinaman, but because he's a mau.
A Chinese servant looks upon his work as

his profession. He's going to keep at it
all his life, and it behooves him to make a
record for efficiency. He has regular hours
aiul regular methods, and he stands on the
order of those'hours and methods, and no
woman dares keep him dangling at her
heels to fiddle fuddle over nothing when his
work is done.
When he is through with his work ha

goes home, or somewhere. He gets away
and he stays away till breakfast time.
But a maid! Poor thing, she never la

done with her work. She never knows
when she stands the faintest glimmering
of hope of being ddne.
A woman who pays another woman wages

to work for her really believes that she
owns that other woman, body, brains and
soul. The other woman doesn't think so.,
but doesn't speak out, like a man. She
has a simpler remedy.
She breaks dishes. And that Is really not

nice of the other woman.
Talk about home science and comneten'

service' Why. nine out of ten women do
not want competent service.
They want some one to "boss." When

they get a good servant they will not let
her alone long enough to earn her wages.
They nag her and watch her and follow
her around till the competence oozes out
at the tine-pr ends and Madam, the ern-

ployer, has just what she's made for herself
.an unreliable, irresponsible ci-eature, who
will stand being "ordered around" fropa
daylight till midnight.

It is not the name that does it, Mesdamesthe Home Scientist and members of
the Home Clubs. It really is not.
The country which has the best domestic

service in the world calls its servants, servants,and expect them to act like self-respecting,competent persons, who know
their business, and who absolutely refuse
to be "put upon."
The trouble with the whole great Americanservant girl problem is that one keemu

learning so many things about it that ara
not "so."
This "Home Scientist" and "Helpersidea seems to me to be the latest of these

very interesting but wholly deceptive
things. It sounds remarkably well, but. it
is not "so." WINIFRED BLACK.


